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The School of Communication offers three focus areas for communication majors: Strategic Communication, Communication and Technology, and Communication Analysis and Practices.

Many of the courses in the courses in these focus areas are open to students from other units. Based on informal student feedback and cursory analysis, it appears that non-majors who take our courses are taking a number of offerings within a focus area. However, the specialized course work completed by these students is not explicitly recognized on their diplomas as a specialized area of study.
The proposed minors are intended to provide students from other units an opportunity to obtain a specialized minor in one of three areas of communication study, which will be mentioned on the diploma:
· Communication Technology

· Organizational Communication

· Media and Society
Descriptions and requirements for each of the proposed minors are attached. The specialized minors have a uniform configuration, which includes a foundational course and three electives from a list of courses. For the benefit of comparison, the current communication minor, which is designed to offer an overview of the field, is also included as part of this submission. 

Projected Enrollments and Impact on Major
Currently, the School offers a general minor that provides an overview of the field, with an enrollment of approximately 70 minors. With the introduction of the new minors, we predict that enrollments in the general minor will go down as students select the specialized minors. A reasonable guess is that the number of minors is likely to grow to 100-110, which would translate approximately to a 10% minor-to-major ratio.
With the introduction of the minors, we do not foresee any significant impact in our ability to cater to the needs of our majors. Many of the students interested in a communication minor are already enrolled in our courses. The proposed minors offer a more formal structure and an incentive for students to pursue a programmatic focus. Also the mention of a specialized minor on the diploma could provide our students with an advantage as they compete with students from other institutions for career opportunities.
